Blindness no handicap, just way of life
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Choose your battles and fght your wars.
Fighteen-year-old William “Will “Smith
has followed that advice for a long asbe cen

remember, thanks to bis mather
He describes her asthe main inflaence in
hia life—a rale model for facing adversity,
=Ny maom went through a ot says Will,
wha isblind- He lost his eyesight tocongeni-
tal glavcoma at age 3. That sam year, his
mather gave birth too daughter and then lost
harhusbandina graim binacefdent. " That
waslough.”
TheWayne, Neb..teen has taken the Josses
e
cope their
housebald

“It's somathing tha IW ap with, sal
mever knew eny different,” besaid.
 Semith will be using his Ak-Sar-len Hora-
Echolarshiptoattend the Univer-
ehrasks-Lincoln this fall, He plans o
HH! agriculitural engineering,

“1 gueds as | got nto kigh schood, as 1 grew,
matured, gained responsibility and figured
lifieout. | came to valuelhe small town valves
and the rural ared,” he uid.

Valedictorian, he graduated first in his
classwith a 4.0 grade point average. He jukes
thiat sitting in 1he f'ront row ander the con-
stam watch of teachers forced him tobea
good student, "] always enjoyed school.
School always came ensy 1ome."

Helettered four years in cross-country

and wasactive in band,
He prides himself on his communication
skills.=A kot of don't know that [ {am

blind) becanse of the way | have sdapred. I1's
& bige responsibility on piy part that they do
know. When | was younger, the Leachers
were made awarcof it. Going imtocollege,
s not the same ball game.~

He'seager for a new experience.

“I'mlooking forwardlo studying the
things I'm mare interested in. | guess | have
thenormal jitters, it ldon' pel a8 nervous
aaother peaple.”
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